HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 6e-1
DEMOLITION PERMITS APRIL 27, 2009

HDP-2009-0097 405 W 18™ STREET
PROPOSAL

Demolish a ca. 1946 apartment house that has served as the Guadalupe Hotel and the
YWCA.

ARCHITECTURE

Three-story brick Colonial Revival-styled brick building with a symmetrical facade. The
corners are articulated with brick quoins; third floor windows have round arches in the top
pane, the front entry is flanked by pilasters and a broken pediment; the central portion of
the facade features a Palladian-styled window.

RESEARCH

The site was formerly occupied by the Southwestern Bell garage. The Travis House was
built in 1945 as a 30 unit multi-family structure. In 1947, 14 of the apartments were rented
to various individuals and couples. Apparently the multi-family apartment building soon
converted to the Hotel Guadalupe, as shown by half page advertisements in the City
Directory of 1949.

It was purchased by the Young Women’s Christian Association (YWCA) ten years later, and
began operating as a dormitory and center for the organization on January 1, 1956. The 50
Year Report in 1965 reports that 249 women were housed that year at the Travis House,
1,638 transients, and 56,649 represented total class attendance (not just Travis House).

As the organization changed from 1955 to 1995, it moved away from providing residences
and physical education and no longer needed the type of building represented by the
structure at 405 East 18t Street. The YWCA moved its headquarters in the mid-1990s and
is now located on South TH 35.

The Travis County Justice System briefly opened a halfway house for ex-offenders at the
site in the 1990s, but there was a large public outery about the proximity of the location to
the University of Texas campus and so the halfway house was also closed. Several other
tenants occupied the building following the closure of the halfway house; however, the
building has been vacant several years. On January 24, a report in the American
Statesman said a Division chief for the Fire Department reported that there had been fires
on each floor of the building and that it had not happened by accident. She also said
homeless individuals had been seeking shelter in the building overnight.

STAFF COMMENTS

This building demonstrates the return of commercial architecture in Austin and the
country as a whole to more simplified forms after the more experimental designs of the
earlier part of the century. The historical associations with the building also indicate the
period of Austin’s history before, during and immediately after the second World War.

It is interesting to surmise from the tenant list of the building after it opened Austin was a
more egalitarian society (at least for the Anglo population) in 1947 than it is now. Among
the 14 occupants renting rooms in the Travis House there were a lawyer, a dentist, a young
private secretary to L.B. Johnson (that is, Congressman Lyndon B. Johnson), as well as a
dishwasher, several students, and at least one individual with no occupation listed.



A page from the minutes of August, 1969 discusses a proposed rate increase from $32 a
month for a two girl room to $40.00, illustrating another quantum shift from then to now.
There are probably no buildings left in Austin from this period that had this kind of multi-
family use to show generations of future Austinites how their parents, grandparents and
great-grandparents used to live.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Initiate a historic zoning case. The building is an excellent example of Colonial Revival
design applied to a commercial structure with extensive decorative ornamentation. It also
represents the history of an important community institution, the Young Women’s
Christian Association (YWCA), which was located in Austin for over thirty years at this
location and has strong cultural significance for women, as well as for many in the
community who were provided important life skills such as language lessons, swimming
lessons, or self-defense.
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Man injured in fire on Guadalupe St.

Firefighters battled several blazes Friday afternoon at the former Travis House at 18th and Guadalupe streets, said
Dawn Clopton, division chief for the Austin Fire Department.

Firefighters said a man in his 20s was taken to a hospital to be evaluated for smoke inhalation.

Clopton said there were multiple fires on each floor of the three-story building. "That doesn't happen by accident," she
said.

The fires were put out quickly.

She said homeless people have used the building overnight. It had been used by the YWCA and by a halfway house
but has been vacant for a few years.

Saturday, January 24, 2009

From Statesman.com



